


With a history extending over 70 years, the
UK Light Aircraft Association promotes safe
and economical operation of sports and
recreational aircraft.  Representing the
aviation interests of around 8,000
recreational pilots, amateur-builders and
enthusiast members, the LAA oversees the
operation of more than 2,500 light aircraft
and the build of another 1,700, whilst
providing sector-leading consultation and
advocacy in aviation-related regulatory
matters both in UK and Europe.

About the Light Aircraft Association:
https://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk

This newsletter can also be viewed on
the Strut website:

eos-strut.org

?????
at the Harrow Hotel

Eskbank Road, Dalkeith
at 8.00pm

There will be NO
meeting on January 1st

The next meeting will be
on 5th February



‘Lucky Again’
Ted Grossmith, long time friend of this
Newsletter but sadly no longer with us, wrote
the article alongside a year or two back for the
De Havilland in-house magazine ‘Pylon’.
Thanks to Jim Prettyman for pointing it out and
to Roger de Mercado for letting us use it.

You will remember from his previous articles
that Ted flew Meteor Mk 3s during his National
Service, an early jet whose structure had yet to
catch up with the stresses of this new high
speed and which killed over half of its pilots,
through difficult handling or just breaking up in
the air.  Ted was so nearly one of those, as you
will read, and once had  an ‘out of body
experience’ which he found hard to explain.

B21 first flight
Al Swegle saw a good article in Aviation Week
that had pictures showing  the first flight of the
advanced Northrop Grumman B21 Raider as it
flew from Palmdale, California, to Edwards AFB
where it will be flight tested.  Superficially it
looks similar to the B2 Spirit which has been in
service since the 1990s, but it is smaller and
more advanced (of course) and is hoped to
have more manageable running costs.

I couldn’t find a link to the original article so
here is a brief film clip, followed by another that
explains some differences between the two.

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?
q=b21%20raider&mid=CE3FED6E28C97120B181CE3FE
D6E28C97120B181&ajaxhist=0

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/why-air-force-
only-has-20-b-2-spirit-stealth-bombers-35802

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=b21%20raider&mid=CE3FED6E28C97120B181CE3FED6E28C97120B181&ajaxhist=0
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=b21%20raider&mid=CE3FED6E28C97120B181CE3FED6E28C97120B181&ajaxhist=0
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=b21%20raider&mid=CE3FED6E28C97120B181CE3FED6E28C97120B181&ajaxhist=0


Rainbow clouds

John Whitfield saw
this beautiful night sky
and took over 30
photographs of it but
his camera failed to
pick up the rainbow
colours that were also
there.

That same evening
the event was seen
throughout the
country and it was
believed to be a rare
sighting of Nacreous
clouds.

These need
temperatures below
-78C to form and are
only found  in the
stratosphere at
altitudes of around
15-25km.

Https://www.bbc.co.uk/n
ews/uk-england-oxford-
shire-67815569

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-oxfordshire-67815569
Https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-oxfordshire-67815569
Https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-oxfordshire-67815569
Https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-oxfordshire-67815569
Https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-oxfordshire-67815569


Photo John Whitfield



‘I took my usual stroll today around Lauriston Castle looking over the nearby River Forth Estuary, the scene  of this raid.  In doing so I was chatting with  a
young couple.  After exchanging our pleasure of the fine day and  the beautiful scene across the estuary, I continued ‘If you had been here on 16th 0ct 1939
this scene was far from the tranquility before you today’.  Then I told the story and I added two anecdotes.

The first was about the railway signalman on duty at the north end of the Forth Rail Bridge.  He phoned Waverley Station, describing with frightened voice
the scene before him and telling them to stop further traffic.  The chap at the other end of the phone told him to calm down and asked if he was sure because
there had not been an air raid warning.  On hearing this the signalman held the telephone outside so that the cacophony of bombs exploding, machine gun and
Ack Ack reached him convincingly down the line.  Passengers on a train halted at the south end of the bridge witnessed it all - what a frightening experience!

In the event the bridge was not damaged.  The RAF performed well that day and one of the pilots was the father of a fellow Officer in the RN.  Duncan
MacKellar and I were both serving our National Service, he in submarines myself on aircraft maintenance.

My second anecdote is about the involvement of the  Lord Provost of Edinburgh.  His home was at nearby Portobello.  As our Spitfires pursued the raiding
German Ju88 aircraft across the roof tops their stray gun fire damaged the Provost’s prize china vases on display. He removed the bullets from his display cabinet
and sent them to RAF Turnhouse. The parcel contained his terse note, ’ I believe these are yours! ‘

The first German air raid on Britain during WW2
Jim Prettyman shares a couple of anecdotes

https://www.historypod.net/10/16/16th-october-1939-first-german-air-raid-on-britain-during-ww2-took-place-when-bombers-attacked-rosyth-naval-base-in-scotland/

https://www.historypod.net/10/16/16th-october-1939-first-german-air-raid-on-britain-during-ww2-took-place-when-bombers-attacked-rosyth-naval-base-in-scotland/
https://www.historypod.net/10/16/16th-october-1939-first-german-air-raid-on-britain-during-ww2-took-place-when-bombers-attacked-rosyth-naval-base-in-scotland/
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6 Cammo Walk, Edinburgh EH4 8AN    Tel 0131 339 8304 / 07798 661 985
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Co-ordinator, Secretary and LAA Inspector:  Tim Rayner
3 Fowler Street, Tranent EH33 1BU Tel 0187 561 3352 / 0779 515 3392
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17 Cramond Avenue, Edinburgh EH4 6PP  Tel 0131 312 7857
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